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Australia Dairy Industry

Ranjan Sharma

Major dairy cow breeds in Australia -
Holstein

 Holstein cows originally came from the Northern Europe. 
Many breeding animals now come from North America.

 These cows are mainly black and white.
 The most popular breed in the world and in Australia; 

nearly 1.4 million of Australia’s 1.65 million dairy cows are 
Holsteins (2016).

 Holstein cows produce large quantities of milk; some 
Holsteins produce 10,000 litres in a year. That’s equal to 
5000 two-litre milk cartons (14 cartons every day!)

 Holsteins are one of the largest dairy animals. Cows can 
stand over 1.5 metres tall and weigh over 600 kg, while 
bulls stand over 1.8 metres tall and weigh over 1000 kg 
(about the same as a small car)

https://www.dairy.edu.au/information/australian-dairy-cows
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Major dairy cow breeds in Australia -
Jersey

 Originally came from the island of Jersey (in the English 
Channel between England and France) and were 
brought to Australia in 1829.

 These cows are fairly small, and fawn in colour, with black 
tips on their muzzles, ears, feet and tails.

 The second most common breed in Australia.

 Jersey milk is especially creamy, making it ideal for making 
butter.

 Jerseys are the smallest of all dairy cows and can weigh 
up to 500kg.

https://www.dairy.edu.au/information/australian-dairy-cows
https://www.dairy.edu.au/information/australian-dairy-cows

Major dairy cow breeds in 
Australia

 Illawarra
 Developed in the Illawarra region of 

New South Wales by crossbreeding 
a number of breeds. 

 Rich red in colour with a little white 
on the flanks.

 Illawarra cows produce large 
quantities of milk; many Illawarra’s 
produce more than 40 litres per 
day.

 Ayrshire
 Originally from the County of Ayr in 

Scotland and imported to Australia 
in the 1850’s.

 Colour varies from light to deep 
cherry red, mahogany, brown, or a 
combination of these colours with 
white. Some are all white.

https://www.dairy.edu.au/information/australian-dairy-cows
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Milk composition from dairy cows

DAIRY COW 
BREEDS

VOLUME 
(LITRE/LACT) MILK FAT (%) MILK PROTEIN (%) MILK LACTOSE % 

Holstein Friesian 5500 3.8 3.1 4.9
Jersey 3500 4.8 3.7 4.9
Illawarra 5000 3.6 3.3 4.9
Ayrshire 5000 4.2 3.3 4.9

https://lactalis.com.au/info-center/different-breeds-of-cows/

Australian Dairy Industry 2019 – Infographic
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Source: various+ Dairy Australia In Focus 2019
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Where are the Australian Dairy Farms?
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Where is milk produced in Australia?
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Number of dairy cows in Australia
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Number of dairy farms in Australia

Dwindling number of farms and cows

Seasonality of Milk Production
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https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/industry/production-and-sales/latest-production-and-sales-
statistics

9

10



28/08/2020

6

Utilisation of Australian Milk
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Utilisation (%) of Australian 
Milk

Cheese

SMP/Butter

Drinking
Milk

Per Capita consumption

Milk – 107 Litres

Cheese – 13.5 Kg 

Australian dairy exports

Global market share – dairy exports

Only 5% milk is traded globally

2019 Exports - $3.2 billion 

Source: In Focus 2019, Dairy Australia
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Processing of milk into value-added ingredients
Dairy Products Nomenclature

Dairy Factory

Skim milk Cream

Standardised milk

Whey

Membrane
concentration

Separation
Evaporation &
Drying

Evaporation &
Drying

Permeate

Retentate

Milk 
Protein 
Concentr
ate

Skim Milk 
Powder

Butter

Infant 
Formula

Whole 
Milk 
Powder

Whey Protein 
Concentrate

Cheese

Ice Cream

Processed 
Cheese

Yogurt

Butteroil

Buttermilk

Market Milk
No-, Low-, Full-
fat

Market 
Cream

Membrane
concentration

CaseinCaseinate

Additives

Evaporation &
Drying

UHT Milk

Thank you!
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